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Abstract

Nowadays, urbanization is growing increasingly and cities are going to be more complicated than ever includigigbat:
duality. On one hand, Cities are not limited to their geographical boundaries. Neoliberal globalizatiomhak been rapidly
expanding since the late 1980s in the economic circle, places the world into a money game and cities into compe
each other. On the other hand, there are some influential forces on a local scale that determine the urlianse
Regarding these two globdcal factors, norpowerful groups are neglected increasingly from urban transformation
main projects. This article reviews the Aeveryday Isi
andcriteria through descriptiveanalytical study. How could everyday life be explained in the current architectural and |
transformation? Surely, Urban evolutions could affect everyday life. After that, it reviews the transformation of
intersecton through historical interpretation study. Valiasr intersection is the most important intersection in Tehran,
considered as the spatial gap of Tehran, separating

pedestrianswas built in this intersection. The results show that this urban transformation is mainly defin
administrational status forces in the absence of social ones which mainly consider the ecoidewliogical aspects. |
reduces social inclusion and sakparticipation. Following that, this important project could not irape the everyday life c
Tehran

Keywords:Everyday lifeUrban complexities, Valiasr intersectiodrban transformation

INTRODUCTION have entered global equations and are no longer confined
within geographical boundaries. Nowadays, the economic
crisis in New York can cause city riots in the Middle Eas
and city development in china helps keep up the workforce

in Brazil. Cities, as economical bases, are making efforts
to attract investments from all over the world. This
competition has moved cities toward tourism in order to
help attract more investmentThis trend has made city
development an exogenous issue and has caused them to
be unaware of dependence upon local social production.

! This article is based on PhD thesisSifmayeh Khani at Tabriz Islamic Moreover, local forces are trying to claim local
Art University entitled: HAExpl ai nidevlopmeat aAd turno ditie® into storage spaee for theiro n
Everyday life In Contemporary Soci fidstnfehts'sing teir iffiliéntd@ ahd wédith.! fhedbthY " d €
the supervision of. Dr. Parisa Hashempour and Dr.Mohammadali . . .

Kaynejad and consultingriMorteza Mirgholami cases, the result is a city that reflects the interests of only a
small group of people. Social segregation, social gap, the

Cities are considered to be complex beings and, no matter
what the reasons for their formation are, they do not
maintain their initial form due to being dynamic in nature.
City changes are influenced by a variety of forces that
originate from the nature dfities. The important event
which happened during the past few decades is that cities
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increase in the centg@eriphery distance, general
discontent, and even city revolutionseathe results of
these two dominant city development trends

1. METHODOLOGY

Regarding the transformation of this urban space, this
article investigates the influence of this project on the
everyday life of Tehran. In this line, it reviews the driving
forces on urban evolutions through content analysis. It also
investigates the influential forces through library study
affecting Valiasr intersection during its transformation. In
this regard, it studies historical maps. Urban projects
nowadays neglect theghts of the citizens. This article
introduces everyday life as the criteria for evaluating urban
projects among urban globalization and localization.

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This article reviews the complexity of nowadays cities
through descriptivanaltical study. Urbanization is a fast
and widespread movement. In this line, many paradigms
are going to shift and urban boundaries are not limited to
its geographic specifics anymore. Cities even play an
international role in the global period. In this aed, this
article reviews the nowadays paradoxes of cities through
library studies. Many researchers talk about glbbedl
duality and some others try to connect these two and talk
about global. The hypothesis of this article is that urban
evolutions firally affect the everyday life of citizens.
Then, urban projects should be evaluated by their
influence on everyday life. Through descripteealytical
study, Lefebvrebs notions
investigated. The parameters of everyday lifel vié
introduced Figure1). After that, this article tries to review
the transformations of the Valiasr intersection through
historical study and by reviewing historical maps and data.
It also reviews the underpass project of this intersection
that has bee built recently. Finally, the influence of this
project on everyday life will be discussed.

3. THE COMPLEXITY OF NOWADAYS
CITIES

3.1.Localism

Urban fabric has always been influenced by various
forces and components. Cities have been shaped
di fferently according to th
emphasizes the human reason
the human faculty that, through intuiti@amd calculation,
makes judgments about, and provides accounts for, what
to believe and how to acto
considering factors that shape cities7[8,19,21-22 26,31-

32]. Schmid and his colleagué®008) count three main
forces hat create specificity for each city: territory, power,
and difference. Territory refers to the geographical
characters while power considers the urban plans and
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decisionmaker and authority decisions. The difference
also refers to the specific charactacke urban space has
[3]. Someone believes in conflicts and challenges among
different types of local state actors, officials, or fpyofit
organizations at different scales [34].

Soltani and Namdarian introduce various forces
affecting the evolutions dh city. Forces such as natural
forces like water, land topography and wind, construction
technology oreconomicforces and capital flows, political
forces and power flows, and social forces or civic
institutions Figure 2) [35]. Kostof(1991)considers adck
of equilibrium between these forces in the city as the
origin of a great number of urban problems and, therefore,
the reason why urban space is influenced by tf&dh

What has happened in the cities of these days and age
is that the evolution of del@pment is dominated by the
statecapital. This hidden settlement has driven other
forces out of the stage of urban spaces. In other words,

when the word 6l ocal 6 i s d
diminished down to the stateapi t al settle
modern irdustrial societies, every day is clearly molded in
fundamental ways by econorriechnological imperatives
that col onize space and ti me

3.2.City globalism

An important change has been happening since 1970.
According toChomskyet al. (2012) andHarvey(2003) it
has been a change towards deindustrialization and de
developmenthathas caused industrial production to move
beyond border§,14]. Due to this, production has shifted
towards financial interventiorNaturally, cities have b?e
BHsE for ¥hESE ¥hdryes, ahd whft chBifsky cgls be
Ovicicdwes chyas corrupted urbar
In the process of commadification, cities have been
degraded down to brands and,
valued has-vakbpkédacetindéosder t
and investors, cities have become delusive phenomena.
Knox believes that, in this period, globalization has caused
cities to be dependent on each other more than ever [20].
The levels of globalization havedreased among urban
population along with structuria economic changes,
globalization has also increased the competition among
cities for the purpose of fundraising. As a result, the design
has turned out to be an important element in the
competition between cities in the pastiustrial economy
era. Gospodi (2002) also believes that nowadays urban
space quality has turned out to be a-i@guisite of the
SCPaniCC qe\{elpp %nﬁ gf citieﬁ gnéj qursban dﬁ?%gta Qaﬁ% i
dccee ted_a_new role’as a 0|O|to|r eec%nomimdﬁvg @e&tn
while, for Several ce uries, urban”environmeuality
was a result of the ecomic development of cities [8].
[gl Tl?e]re.fore,.lﬂhe gcroneomyak?egs_in\}e&tvlyir}ing cL:]itigs V\{itn,] e o
Obal tssues day By day and, in“this respect, a competition
for fundraising among cities has come about which can
threaten t he 6l ocal di mensi
Multinational corporations, insance companies, large
scale offices, etc. are land uses that function on a level far
beyond their city and sphere of influence. These structures,
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due to their nature, possess a style that influences to control spaces and make them exclust829-30]. In
audiences and attracts investors and tourists. Schmid fact, urban globalization affects and even scares all aspects
(2008) criticizes the notions regarding globalization as a  of our life. Recent delocalization of life has unfortunately
homogeni zati on process. I n lmpled g soit of indoterfice W ireeemw tdfrifotiak theprien ¢ e
of globalization is marked by contradictory processes of Indolence is well represented by the fact that what has
homogenization and differentiation leads to specifically = animated the city of the last twenty years can be summed
individual urban sitation a n d confi gur at upoimthe FIRE3 &fonym, which is, Rince, Insurance,

Another feature of this kind of architecture is that it is built Real 6State and Enterpriseo
using pioneering technology and is often in contrastand i s f or med. O6Mirage cityd st
even clashe with its background in order to attract more  powerful minority over urban spaces and marginalizing the
attention. Such structures deteriorate the skylimel a majority which lacks the influence and wealth to affect

change the urban sky together and the urban land into the urban clanges.
goods of their trade. Additionally, such land is used to try

Architectural and Urban
complexities

Reduction approach Various Influential forces Global & local
problematic
Architectural and Urban
transformation
Right to the city
Everyday life
Weakeni L . Forgetting residents’ Ignoring public Elimination of the i
% e'a.enln; Choosing isolation ¥ i gires) g o0 gp. 4 paradigm
individuality centrality participation sense of ownership
Everyday life

Fig 1. Methodologyand conceptual model of research; (Soufagthorg
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Fig 2. The forces influencing urban chandas]
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Table 1.Forces and their impact on citiE35]

Influential forces on

. Description
urbanevolutions P

How the forces affect cities

The product of i

Zeitgeist

Administrational force
bottom

Economic Force

Political force
of glory of government

Social Force : :
expedients of society

nhab
regarding climate situation and social values

Having plans and design, imposed from top t

Attention to relative advantages of places,
irreverence to master plgmopositions

Based on power of central government, symt

Attention to social values and loitgrm

Emergence of organic zone

Harmony of texture and values and natural
characters

Master and detailed plans, grid network,
building certificate from municipality or the
other administrational organs

Inharmonic and chaos in built environment,
skyline disorder, disparate townscape, spraw
of main elements and the effect of capital on
urban development

Emergence of dual texture

Organizing social society and creating social
formation, improving social associations,
creating sense of belonging.

3.2.Everyday life

In his book, Urban Revolution, Lefebvre argues that one
of the most important reasons for city life disturbance is the
astonishing inaction by people and lack of intervention by
those who are influenced by urban projects. He asks

qguestions |ike fAwhy this si integpated aggcultyre, dt integaied the hisforical (city, tith
behind this wrong strategy25]. Lefebvre(1991)believes integrated space, and it produced what | call la vie
that o6cities have been att deokdegnelidy | ndustrializationd
which has led to people being uprooted, diminished Everyday life refers to the issues treated trivial as
residential areas, the siénce of ghettos for those deprived ~ Lefebvre(1991)points out that an initial definition would
of economic and social advantages, unsystematized people, be to suggest that everyday life is everything left once
torn apart societies, space fragility, and traffickirsgnd work is removed: everyday life is sustenance, clothing,
exploitation of finances. furnishing, homes, lodging, neighborhoods, and
This ambiguity generates conflicts that configure ~ €nvironment. Lefebvr¢1991)also demonstrate everyday
everyday life as a contradictory relationship between life and concerns three definition tq24]. .
productive activity and passive consumption, between 1) the gap between this level and levels above it (those
everydayness and creativity. For Lefebvre, therefore, the Of the State, technology, high cultur&); The intersection
analysis of the extant must always takeoiconsideration between the nodominated sector of reality and the
insurgent forces and the question of liberation. Insofar as dominated sector; 3jtransformation of objects into
the critique of everyday life shows how people live, it appropriated QOOdS-_ _
articulates at the same time an indictment against the Ronneberger believes that according to Lefebvre, the
strategies from which the everyday emerges and reveals reproduction of modern everydayness occurs through a
the arbitrainess of the dominant order Lajevardi threefold movement. First, socialization is accomplished
investigates Lefebvreds idehBrawghpaift @t 2lhiaz athieo nc othfs

the features of everyday life in the modern age to be
consumerism and alienation [23]. He considers this society
in its entirety a terrorist society becausases a variety of

advertising tools and penetrates every aspect of everyday

life suppressing all human potentiality from within.
Lefebvre assumes a utopian view and believes that only
after recognizing their potentials through everyday life and
realizingthe promotional terror in a consumerism culture
can one actively embark upon liberating actions and
dealienate an alienated society. Lefebvre considers
everyday life as the main domain for meaning production
and, at the same time, as a place within wHiek the
potential to change the world.

Lefebvre believes that ‘alienation’ is not limited to the
economic sphere as some might understand from Marx's
writings. 'Alienation’- | know it is there in the love song |
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sing or the poem | recite, in the bankadthandle or the
shop | enter, in the poster | glance at, or in the lines of this

journal. At the very moment, the human is defined as

‘having possessions' | know it is there, dispossessing the
human. The capitalist mode of production established
itself in industry, and integrated industry. Then, 'its

accompani ed by an
eventually |l eads to a fApar
societies atomize people into isolated consumers. The
fibureaucratic soci ety of
grounded upon the parcelization afcgl praxis and the

shredding of social contexts. Lefebvre also asked about the

at

i &

nextr eme

toi

C

shared features of three realms that have been separated

from each other; work, private life, and leisure. He finally
concluded that «everywhere one finds passivity, -non
participation» [33].

In this line, everyday life makes a relationship with the
iright to the cityo issue
and debated by many scholajt,14-1517]. Actually,
everyday life in its ideal condition guarantees the right to
the citywhich could be classified to some concrete rights
as Jabareeif2014) identifies these rights: The right of

w t
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appropriation, The right of participation, The right to
centrality. The right to inhabit: or the right to urban
citizenship, The right to habitat, @&h right to
individualization in socializatiofil 7].

4. DISCUSSION
4.1. Historical transformation

This article reviews the Tehran transformations with
regard to historical maps and indicates the Valiasr
intersection in them. The maps will be mentioned below.
After that, and in the Qajar period (171620), Tehran
was selected as Iran's capital whicharmhed its destiny
(figure 3). It is in these years that Tehran was extended
and the northern settlements and gardens were taken into
consideration due to the nice weather. In these ages,
Valiasr site was placed on the city wall being built in the
1860s, dhough it is not shaped completely. After the
1880s was the time when Tehran went under rapid change
and populated day after day, Valiasr intersection became
involved in the life of the city.

Madanipour notes that in the 1930s, Tehran underwent

a radical tansformation to symbolize the change of the
new governmentos ideal New
the old royal compound was replaced by a new
government quarter. The city walls and gates were pulled
down and a network of wide streets cut through ttiam
fabric, creating an open matrix for the easy movement of
goods and vehicles across a unified urban space. This
created a new basis for the growth of the city in all
directions and defined a new character for the city [30]
(Figure4-5).

Valiasr intersection is the most important soeial
cultural node in Tehran and is the intersection of two
important pivoting [29] Figure 6). He believes that these
two axes are the result of three factors: the first is the
incorporation of nortksouth and centgperiphery relations
the socialeconomic benefits of the north leading to the
adjustment of center; the second is the power
incorporation between people and governments that is the
result of a thousand years dictatorship heritage in Iran and
third is the bakground of this pattern in the history of Iran
dating back to 2500 years.

Tabe 2 reviews the transformations of this plaza and
valiasr street.
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Fig 3. The range of Tehran in Qajar period (171820s)[30]
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Téhéran en 1937 : Le plan des nouvelles avenues.
Tehran in 1937: The Plan of the New Avenues
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Fig 5. Growth of Tehran 1841996 [9]
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Fig 6. Two main axes in spatial structure of Tehrj@9]

Table 2.The transformation of Valiasr plaza ant the forces that influence the changes (Batimoes)

Changes Year Influential force

The formation between two governmental structures 1920 l(\lagzluerrz'ir;mental

The street was paved 1930 Official

The street entered the everyday equations of the people 19441 th? attack Social Official
by the allies

The street turned into a place for the cafes and societies for writers and SocialArtistic-

. 19441967 "

intellectuals Political

Construction of City Theater in Valiasr intersection 1967 Governmental

Official-Social

Valiasr intersection as tteymbol of everyday life and ideological conflict 19671979 SociatArtistic-

Economical
A change of name and the ruling ideology 19791990 E;?Jtligg;canSoual
Globalization of Valiasr intersectietthe role of spatiatlass gapa more Ideologicat
importanttrade role for the streed weaker social role for the intersecion 19961998 Politicak
financial institutions and governmental ministries Economical

A more important social role for the intersectitime global role of the

intersection corued more important role for the City Theateonstruction 19982006 SociatEconomica

of subway station Artistic
Official-
Construction of a BRT linghe order for constructing a mosque next to Cit Ideologicat
20062010 ;
Theater Economical
Governmental
Ideological conflict the operation of the BRT line and the dominance of trar . -
" S X e X ) SocialOfficial-
traffic in Valiasr intersectionthe initial design for the mosque was rejected & Political
the construction of an unconventional mosque in daeratch the City 201062014 :
. ) ) . Economical
Theater design begathe construction of a pedestrian underpass in order to Ideological

eliminate pedestrian traffic from the stresecurity approach to space
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4.2.Underpass project of Valiasr

The northsouth pivot is Valiasr Street which is of the
most weltknown in The Middle East and the eastst
pivot is the wellknown Enghelab Street. City Theater and
Daneshjoo Park ardocated in the southeast of this
intersection. The west side of the intersection leads to the
two important universities of Tehran and Amirkabir and
also to Enghelab square. The north side leads to a
computer activity center and Valiasr Strd@ggre 7). The
immediate vicinity of Valiasr intersection is considered as
the heart of civic and cultural centers in Tehran. About 192
bookshops, 38 translation offices, and 1660 publishing
centers are located in this vicinity. City Theater hosts
about 2500 pedirmances annually. Vahdat Hall hosts

University. The population density of this vicinity is very
young and is considered as the gravity center of the
popul ati on i n Tehran. AThe
being formed here and Athis
in the Comprehensive Plan of Tehran and is considered as
one of the main seven centers of the city as the cultural
and academic center of the t y 0 .

The parts to the north of this vicinity are considered as
modern Tehran and the parts to its south as traditional
Tehran. In the Master Plan, due to the social and political
roles of Enghelab Street which has been the ground for a
great number of deamstrations, limitation of vehicle
presence, and encouraging pedestrian traffic has been
emphasized in order for the population to preserve its
livability. Detailed plans for districts 6 and 11 and the

about 150 events each year. There are 12000 students in Master Pan have also had this emphasis.

Amirkabir University and 35000 students at Tehran

Fig 7. Valiasr intersection and various uses around it (Source: Authors)
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